Nonobstetric lacerations of the vagina.
Although obstetrically related trauma remains the most common cause of injury to the female genital tract, trauma of nonobstetric origin is not uncommon. Reports of traumatic injuries to the vagina, especially lacerations, have been infrequent in the literature and offer only a generalized approach to this problem. Severe vaginal lacerations may result in life-threatening blood loss. The authors report their recent experience with treating patients who have this type of trauma, review mechanisms of injury, and provide an organized treatment protocol for the nonobstetric patient with suspected vaginal laceration. Preparation for these emergencies circumvents dangerous delays and inadequate examination and treatment.